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e E read, that when God made a 
8 1 1. % Covenant with Abr aham, that ile 
J A promiſed to be a Gd to him, and TY q 


"age 5 to his Seed after him; and COM: 


ſhould, at eight Days old, be circumciſed, 


and brought into Covenant with bim; and 2 


that the Token of the Covenant (Circumti- 


ſion) be affixed to them as a ſtanding Pelli. 


mony that Jehovah was their God. The Lord 
foid, I will make my Covenant between me and 
thee, and thou ſhalt be a Father of many Nali- 
ons. I will eftabliſh my Covenant between: me * 
and thee, and thy Seed after thee, in their Gene- 
rations for an everlaſting Covenant ; io be a 

God unto thee, and to thy Seed after 8 aud 7 
will be their God. This is my Covenant, which 


ye ſhall keep b-tween me and you, and thy Seed- 


after thee: Every Man-child among you all be 
circumciſed; he that is eight Days eld Hall be 
circumciſed among you, eve'y Man- bild in your 
Generations, The uncircumcijed Man: child, 
whoſe Fieſh of his Fore- tin is not circumciſed, 
that Soul ſhall be cut off from bis People, be bath 
broken my Covenant, Gen. xvii. 2, 7, 8, 10, 
12, 14. Theſe Words ſet before us, a moſt 
glorious Promiſe, a Vromiſe which includes 


the Tenor of the Covenant, it's ineſtimable 


. Bleſſings, 


manded that every Man- child among them 
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Diemögs, Land as Intereſt which Abraham 


and his Seed were to poſſeſs in it for ever, 


Lord gave to Abraham the Sign of Circumci- 


intended as a ſtanding Memorial, and a viſi- 
ble Token of the Covenant. But when the 
Lord promiſed Abraham, to be a God to him, 
he included in that Covenant-promiſe, Abra- 
ham's Poſterity. Adding, and to thy Seed 
after thee in their Generations: And that the 
Partriarch's Infant- Seed were comprehended 
under this Clauſe of the Covenant-promile, 
is evident, from their having been made Par- 
takers of the confirming Seal of Circumcifion. 


- Covenant God made with Abraham, was 
| the everlaſting Covenant of Grace, That 
| it is the ſame which we are now under 
>; That the Promiſe made to him contained the 
38 "Subſtance of all the Goſpel Fromiles under 


Abraham and his Seed, to whom the Promiſes 
were made, comprehended all God's cove- 
mnmanted People to the End of the World, and 
* . 1 that Circumciſion was a Sign of the Covenant, 
De I Then, I think, it will evidently appear, that 
if Infants were taken into a Covenant. Relation 


8 Pee 


8 MA Awith God under the Law, by the Sacrament 
Eat” Jof Circumciſion that this Right {till irrevo- 
DE. ha bly continues in that Privilege by fhe 
I, VE  agcceeding Ordinance of Baptiſm. | 
5 1 I Wt, It evidently appears, that the Mm 
3 made 
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In order that this glorious Promiſe and its 
. Accompliſhment might be rendered ſure, the 


on. The Inſtitution of this Ordinance was 


Now, if it can be made to appear that the 


„the New Teſtament Diſpenſation; — That 


T 
Ee 
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made with Aba was this ook ank f 


Grace, from the very Tenor of it — or thus 
runs the divize Promiſe — c bz A God 
to thee, and to thy Seed ofter thee Fehovah was 
never a Gd to any Maa ftace the Violation 
of the firſt Covenant, but through Chriſt.— 
Therefore it was the Covenant eſtabliſhed 


through a Mediator, and contequently the 


Covenant of Grace, which God made with 
Abraham. This is ſtill further evident from 
the Teſtimony of the Apoltle, That the 
Bleſſing of Airaham (or the Covenant-Bleſſing 
which God gave him and his Seed) might 
come on the Gentiles throug rh Feſus Chrifts. 
Gal. 143i. 14. And when the ſame A poſtle- 
in another Place recites the Privileges EX= 
tended to Believers under the preſent Diſpen- 
lation, he mentions it expreſsly in the very 
fame Words, which the Lord uſed by making 
the Covenant with Abraham, I will be to them 
a God, and they ſhall be to me a People, Heb, 


vii. 10. From comparing which Paſſages . 
together, it is plain, that the Covenant made 


to Abraham and to his Seed, is allo confirm- 
ed to all his gentile Children, and to their 
Seed from Generation to Generation. 
Further, it appears, that the Covenant 
which we are now under 1s the fame which 
was made with Abraham; from the believing 
Gentiles being compared to the wild Olive- 


Tree, grafted into a good Olive Tree; That is 
that the believing Gentiles are received into 
the fame Covenant. which was made with 


Abr aha; the Apoſtle's Reaſoning runs thus, 
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* BY 8 * 54 of the ebe; be broken ff, and thou 
: Pang a child Olive Tree weit grafted in amongſt. 
them, and db them partakeſt of the Root and 
Fan of the: Olive Tree, Rom xi. 17. By 
5 2 g the witd Ove 7 rer, we are to underſtand the 
| Gentiles; and by the wild Olive Tree being 
1 . in an;onglt them, that is, among the 
| - Jews, we are to underſtand, of the Gentiles 
* wh - = Heing received into the fame Church and | 
. 12 5 Covenant with the Jews; and by their par- 
Abing of the Root and Fatnels of the Olive | 
es we are to underſtand, that the Gentiles x 
on their Faith in Chriſt, are made Partakers of 
the Promiſes made to the Fathers, and of the 
ſbititual Privileges of the Jewiſh Church, 
* 9 Hence it cvidently appears, that the Cove- 
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int which we are now under is the ſame with, 
8 8 # 2 which was- made 40 abrabam*% 4% W. 
| . . That the Covenant Promiſe, given to | 
rabam, contained in it the Sum and Sub- 5 
E ſtance of all the Goſpel Promiſes, from the 


. "Ih expreſs Words of Sr. Paul, God preached 
. Þetfore the Goſpel unto Abrabam, laying, in 
thee ſball all Nations be blieffed, Gal. ili. 8. 
When God made this Promile, he preached 
the Goſpel; and he preached it with a View 
* } to us of the Gentiles on our Reception into 
Ke | __ Kingdom, as we are now by Faith 2 
Bo _ Chriſt, conſequently the Goſpel which 
BE Cached now to us, and which contains in it 
all the Promiſes we are entitled to by Faith, 
are the ſame in Subſtance with the. Covenant 
made to Abraham: But the Promiſes made to 
en included his Infant Seed, and were 
ſealed 


Ks ES. A ON we. 
ſeated ceo by Create | „ 
the ſame Promiſes extend to, 928 Mee pats 0408 


the Infant Seed of Goſpel Belt,W . . „ 
y ratified to them by Baptiſm, our Rage Is 5 FIR 
e Circumcifion. For ſince the Promiſes are: the e 
& KM ſame in Subſtance, in- | Signification, and in DG it 
EC Extent, ſurely no ſblid Reaſon in the World: „ 1 on 
8 be alledged why they ſhould not be che me 
d in their Mode of A Pplication b a ſacrame i „ 
= tal Seal. ME SE N | 
'e z. I am to prove; that Abrahany! 8 Seta; wo. SI 2 
s whom as well as himſelf, the* grand Tross os PS 
f was made, did comprelitad. al} God's caves.” Ss . . 
le nanted Feople, Gentiles as well as. News, and 3 Pot il 
* Infants as well as Adults to the End- E 55 125 bets 4-4 
— Time. But this, indeed, the Apoſtle has : 255 1 
R. already done to my Hand in Rom. iv. 16. $f 775 [es 5 1 
* the end that the Promiſe might be ſure. to ul b, + 0M] 
0 Seed, not to tht only which is of the Law, (not 44 
= only to that Part of Abraham's Delcendants-”. 5 EE | 
e which was placed under the Diſpenſation of the „ 
d Jewiſh Law) but to that (Gentile Sed) a 
n « which is of the Faith of Abraham; hare, 
. might be the Father of all them that be- r 3 
= © lieve, though thry be not circumèiſed: SJ. 
W 11. Again, © If ye be Chrilt's, then are q 
0 Abrahant's Seed, andfHeirs according to tie 
n Promiie, ” Gal ii. 29. From theſe Paſſages it 
is | is evident that Gentile Believers are Abra. 
it ' ham's Seed; as well as his immediate Peſcen- 7 
+ dants; that the one are Heirs of the Promiſe | 
It made to Abraham as well as the other; that | 
o both are Abraham's Seed, and God's cove- | 4 
re nanted People, and coplequently that the <4 
d : B 3. | Promiſe "1 
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® Promiſe which includes the Infant Seed of 
one, extends to the confederate Seed of the 


other, and that both have equally a Right to 
the Sign of the Covenant Relation. This 


Sign was adminiſtered to Abraham's Seed 


by Circumciſion; but Baptiſm is that under 
the Goſpel, which Circumciſion was under 
the Law. Baptiſm therefore is a Sign of the 


25 Covenant of Grace, and therefore the A poſ- 


tle calls it the Circumciſion of Chriſt, or the 
Chriſtian Circumciſion. 
Hence it appears, that the Abrahamic 


Covenant, was the Covenant of Grace, trom 


the expreſs Teſtimony of Scripture. —That 


the Promiſe made to Abraham contains the 


Subſtance of all the Goſpel rYromiles given to 


' > God's covenanted People under the New Teſ- 


tament; and therefore included the Infant 
Seed of Believers under both D ſpenſations; 
that Abraham's Seed comprehended believ- 


ing Jews and Gentiles, together with their Chil- 


. 
oy, 
; r 5 


dren, to the End of the World. And that Cir- 
cumciſion under the Law was a Seal of Cove- 
nant Bleſſings, as Baptiſm is now under the 
\. Goſpel. 

The Conſequence then naturally deducible 
ifrom hence, is, that the Right of Intant 
Baptiſm is founded upon the Covenant of 
Grace; upon the comprehenſive Extent of 


Covenant Promifes, and upon the common 


Privileges of Abraham's Seed; If then the 


Covenant be the fame—the Promites the ſame 


— che Privileges the ſame—Hence it follows, 


Se that the Infant Seed of Believers have the 


ſame 
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he with God, and to Baptiſm, as the Infant Seed © |} 
to of the Jews had to a Covenant with God, MY 
is and to Circumciſion, E 1 
ed If this great Privilege was ever granted ö Ji 
er by God to Infants, which is clear, that it has 
er been granted, Gen. xvil. 10, 12. It is a 3 
ne Privilege ill ſubſiſting, and is now in actu- + 
4 al and full Force, if it "has not been repealed: .. 
ne Burt this Covenant and Privilege has never 
been revoked, no fuch Revocation, nor any 

ic Shadow ot it, appears in the whole Book of 
m God. 
at Now, which of theſe Points-can be denied? 
he | will any Man lay, that this ancient Privilege 
to has been. repealed? Let the Repeal be 
4 - ſhewn in any Part of the Goſpel, and the 
nt Point will be given up. There appears no ; 
s; Afuch Repeal, nor any thing like it in the 
v- | whole ſacred Scriptures. 
1 On the contrary, it work be abſurd to 
- imagine, that Jeſus Chriſt came to cut ſhort 
e- the Privileges of the Church in any ſingle 
1e Point,. and to caſt the Children of Believers 

out of God's e who before were ta- 
le ken into it. 


When Chriſt came into the World. he did 
not alter. the Covenant, and though he - 
thought proper to ſet aſide Circumciſion, yet, 
that did not abrogate, nor in the leaſt alter 
the Covenant itlelf; becauſe Circumciſion 
was no Part of the Covenant, but only a Sign 
of it, and. a new Sign might be ordained 
without 


( 12 ) 
without any Alteration in the Covenant it- 
ſelf. 


IL 
1 ſhall now ſet before you, how the Caſe 


ſtood in Relation to Infant Baptiſm, before, 
and about the Time, Chriſt Jeſus came into 


the World. When Chriſt came into the 
World, Pedobapulm was ſo well known, 
uſual and frequent in the Admiſſion. of Pro- 


ſelytes into the Jewiſh: Church, that nothing 


almoſt was more known or frequent. It was 


2 a'Cuſtom of the Jews (as they themſelves af- 


firm) to Baptize as well as Circumciſe any 
Proſelyte that came over to them from other 
Nations. And: in Cale ſuch a Perſon had 
any Infant Chidren then born to him, they, 


at their Father's Requeſt, were in like Man- 
ner Circumciſed and Baptized and admitted as 


Proſelytes And one Foundation of this, was, 
that they reckoned all Mankind, beſide them- 
ſelves, to be in an unclean Stare, and not ca- 
pable of being entered into their Covenant 
without Baptiſm, to denote their Purification 


from their Uncleanneſs. Beſide this, they 


were of Opinion, that Maſes, in Numbers 
xv. 15. did order this: One Ordinance ſpall te 
both for you of the Congregation, and alſo for the 
Stranger (or Projelyte) tha: ſejourns with you, 
an Ordinance for ever in your Generalions: as 
ye ore, ſo ſhal the Stranger be before the Lord. 
This Cuſtom of theirs is tully and largely 
ſet forth in the Writings of ſcvcral of the 
moſt learned and eminent among the Jews. 
Particularly 


1 


Parnicularly by Maimonides Juri bia, Cap. 13. 


1 | 3 
Ue had been ſaying there, that the Iſrael- 
ites themſelves were entered into Covenant 


by ( ircumciſion, Baptiſm and Sacrifice, and then 


he adds, In all Ages, when an Ethnic is 


willing to enter into the Covenant, and 
gather himſelf under the Wings of the 


«© Majeſty of God, and take upon him the 


* Yoke of the Law, he muſt be Circumciſed, 


and Baprized, and bring a Sacrifice. As it 
eis written, — As ye are, ſo ſhall the Stran- 


* ger be before the Lord, Num. xv. 15. How 


« are you? By Circumciſion, and Baptiſm, 
* and bringing of a Sacrifice. So likewiſe the 


«Stranger (or Proſelyte) through all Gene- 


5 rations by Circumciſion, Baptiſm and bring- 


ing of a Sacrifice.” 


The Talmud fays the ſame Thing of re- 
ceiving Proſelytes by Baptiſm, Talmud. Baby- 


lon. Mas. Ieumeath. Fol. 47. When a Proſe- 


lyte is received, he mult be Circumciſed, and 


then when he is cured (of the Wound of Cir- 
cumciſi on) they Baptize bim in the Preſence. 
of two wiſe Men, ſaying, Behold be is an V 


raehte in all Things. En 

Their Books treat of this Baptiſm as abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and as an Ordinance without 
which no one was to be accounted a Froie« 


lyte, Gemara. Babylon. at Tit. Jabimotb Cap 4. 


He is no Proſelyte unleſs he be Circumciſed, 


and Baptized, and if he be not Baptigea lie 


remains a Gentile (or Pagan). 
If any ſuch Proſelyte, who came over to 


the 
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1 
the Jewiſh Religion, and was Baptized into 
it, had any Infant Children then born to him, 
they alſo were, at the Father's Deſire, Circum- 
ciſed and Baptized, and admitted as Proſe- 
| Iytes. The Child's Inability to declare or Pro- 
miſe for himſelf, was not look'd on as a Bar 
againſt 'his Reception to the Covenant: But 
the Deſire of his Father, was ſufficient to jul- 
tify his Admiſſion. 
 . Gemara Babylon at Tit. 0 betaboth, Cap. 1. 
Fol. 2. If with a Proſelyte, his Sons and 
Daughters be made Proſelytes, that hich is 
done by their Father redounds to their Good. 
See Ainſworth on Gen. xvii, Dr. Ham- 
mond, on Mat. iii. 19. John in. Dr. Light- 
foor, Hor. Heb. Mar. iii. and John iii. 
The above Teſtimonies do ſet forth, that” 
the Baptizing of Infants was an Ordinance ſo 
ufual and well known on the Admiſſion of 


Proſelytes into the Jewiſh Church; that no- 


thing almoſt was more known or frequent. 


III. 
We ſhall offer ſome Conſiderations on our 
Saviour's Sayings, in Regard to Infants and 


to. Baptiſm, in order to know, Whether he 


excluded them from God's Covenant or not? 
From what has been before remarked, it is 
evident, that Infants have a Right to be re- 
ceived into Covenant with God, from the 
_expreis Command of God to Abraham, Gen, 
xvii. Let us now enquire, Whether our Sa- 
viour Chriſt has excluded them? In Mat- 
thew xix. 12, 14, we have an Account that 


little: 


tC 9} 

Aittle Children (Infants, Luke xvii. 15.) were 
brought to Chrift, that he ſhould put his Hands 
on. them, and pray over them. His Diſciples re- 
buked them for this: But when Feſus ſawy it, 
be was much diſpleaſed, (Mark x. 14.) and 
ſaid to them, ſuffer little Children to come to me, 
for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, And he took 
them up in his Arms, put his Hands upon them, 
and bleſſed them, Mark x. 16. There is not . 

here the leaſt Sign or Token of Chriſt 's | 

= excluding Infants out of the Covenant; but 

| rather a great Love and Tenderneſs ſhewn 

by him towards them. 

From theſe Children being tiled Infants, 
and by Chriſt's taking them up in his Arms, 
we may underſtand that they were Children, 
got yet come to Age of Diſcretion. And 
that they were not Children brought to be 
healed of any bodily Diſtemper; for then the 
Diſciples would not have hindered them. 
But they were brought to him that he ſhould 
bleſs them, and pray over them, Which ſhews 
that they were capable of ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
and may receive Advantage by rrayers. 

From the Reaſon why Chriſt would have 
them ſuffered to come to him, for of ſuch is 
the Kingdom of Heaven, it appears there is 
ſomething in little Children, why they ſhould 
not be hindered from coming to him, beſides 
their being Emblems of Humility; for this, 

Aber ars as much, when they come not, as 
when they come. Now what can that be, 

but the Fitneſs of them to be early dedica- 
ted to the Service of God; and to enter into 

Covenant 


6E 


82 ü %o hs | 


Covenant with him, by Rites appoin 
IL him for that End. . 


08 fates are qualified for the ie Kingdom of God, 
they are certainly qualified for Baptiſm, 1 


( 0 


And if of ſuch is the Kin bebe of Cob, ln ; 


which, is the appointed Sign of their Recep- 


Oel. Why did not Chriſt Westin theſe 
Infaries, or command his Diſciples to do ſo? 
Anſ. Becauſe Chriſtian Baptiſm was not 


yet inſtituted. Atter that Jeſus Chriſt was 
riſen from the Dead, and all Authority in 


Heaven and Earth was given him, Chriſtian 
Baptiſm was inſt tuted, Math. xxviii. 19, 20. 
2. Becauſe the Parents of theſe Infants had 
not believed in Chriſt, nor had they been 
baptized: for they were Jets, and it was 
neither uſual, nor proper, nor agreeable to the 


- Promiſe, to baptize Children, before their 


Parents were baprized. 
When our Saviour was riſen from FR 


Dead, he commiſiioned his Apoſtles to go and 


diſciple all Nations, baptifing them. And Fe- 
ſus ſpake unto them, Jaying, al. Power is given 
unto me in Heaven and in Earth, go ye there- 
fore and teach (diſciple) all Nations in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son. and of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſer ve all Things | 
whatſoever I bave commanaed you, Mat xXXxvill. 
19, 20. 

"There i is not here the leaſt Mention of ex· 
cluding little Children from the Covenant 
and trom Baptiſm. The Command is, to 
diſciple all Nations, baptizing them, teach- 


ing 
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Ry "crores you. What had he com- 
ended. them te teach? Was it to teach 
ien that the” Covenant and its Promiſes, as 
it Was deliveſed to the Faithful and their 
Seed, was abrogated? No ſuch Thing. 
What then did Chriſt commande his Diſciples 
to teach? To teach them to obſerve. all” 


Things, whatſoever I have commanded you? 
What had he commanded them? One 
Thing that Chriſt commanded them was, 


to 22 Ittle Children to come. to him, and to 
forbid them not: for of ſuch is the Kingdom 
of God, Math. xix. 14. Their Commiſſion 


080 was, to receive little Children, a- 
long with their Parents, into the Kingdom 
And viſible Church of Chriſt. For if the A- 


poſtles were to teach all Things, which 
Chriſt had commanded them, then they were 


to teach, that Chriſt would have little Chil- 
dren be brought to him, for of ſuch was his 


Kingdom. When Chriſt therefore ſaid, Go, 


and diſciple all Nations, he ought to * un- 


derſtood in the ſame Extent, which before 


was uſually done, that is, to receive the 
Children with the Parents into the Covenant. 


It may be obferved further, that when a 


Commiſſion is given in juch ſhort Words, 


and there 1s no expreis Direction, what they 


ſhall do with the Infints of thoſe who be- 


come Proſelytes, the moſt natural Interpre- 
tation is, that they muſt do in that Matter 
as they and the Church in Which they lived 
uſed to do. 
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TW) 
If a Miniſter was ſent out to ſome Heathen- 


10% Country, and a Command given him by 
the Church of England, Go, and convert ſuch « 


© Nation to the Faith, and baptize them He 


would know, without aſking any Queſtion, 


that he muſt baptize the Infants of thoſe, 
who, being converted, offered them to Bap- 


tiſm; becauſe he knew that to be the Mean- 
ing and Cuſtom of the Church by which he 


In like Manner, when the Apoſtles were 
ſent out to the Heathen Nations, with this 


Commiſſion, Go and teach (diſciple) all Nati- 


ons, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 


and of the don, and of the Holy Ghoſt. When 


the Caſe came in Hand of the Infant Chil- 


dren of the believing Converts, what could 
they think other, bur that they mult do with 
them, as had been uſually done in that 
Church, in which they had always lived, that 
1 to baptize them? 

If Baptiſm, and baptizing Infants, had 
loom a new L hing, and unheard of, 'tiil John 


the Baptiſt came, as Circumciſion was, till 
Sod appointed it to Abraham, there nah 


have becn, no doubt, as expreſs a Command 


for baptizing Infants, as there was for Cir- 
curciſing of them. But when the Baptizing 


of Infants, was a Thing commonly kiown 
and uſed (as was proved before) there need- 
ed not an exprels Command, that Infants by 


Name were to be baptized, when 1t was well 


known before rhe Goſpel began, that Men, 


Women and Children were baptized. Sup- 


pol 


on 
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poſe a Proclamation ſhould come out in theſe 
Words, Let every one on the Lord's Day, re- 
pair i the public Aſſembly of the Church. 


Would it be reafonable in Time to come, to 
maintain, that there were no Prayers, der- 
mons, Pſalms, uled in the public Aſſemblies 


on the Lord's Bay, becauſe there was no 


mention of them in the Proclamation ? 


There was no need that Mention ſhould be 


made of the particular Kinds of divine Wor- 


ſhip there to be uſed, fince they were both 
before, and at the Time of the ſaid Procla- 
mation, known to every Body, and in com- 


mon Uſe. Juſt ſo, the Caſe is, as to Bap- 
trim, Chriſt ordered it to 
Sacrament, by which all ſhould be admitted 
to the Goſpel Covenant, as it was ſormerl 


uſed to receive Proſeiytes to the Jewiſh Reli- 
The particular Circumſtances of it, 
as the Manner of Baptizing, the Age, and 


gion. 


the like, had no Need of being regulated, 
becauſe they were known to the moſt igno- 
rant Perſon by common Uſe. It was there- 
fore neceſſary, on the other Side, that there 


ſhould have been an expreſs and plain Order, 
that Infants and little Children ſhould not be 
baptized, if our Saviour had meant, that they 


ſhould not. For fince it was ordinary, in all 


Ages before, for all the Jewiſh Nation to 
baptize Infants at the Admiſſion of their Pa- 
rents as Proſelytes; if Chriſt would have that 


Uſage to be aboliſhed, it is reaſonable to 


imagine, he would have expreſsly forbidden 
it. So that his and the Scripture's Silence in 


be for a Gotpel 
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"ahi Matter, e Hs and eſtabliſh Infant 
n tor ever. | 


IV. 
4 Let us next . ſame of the 3 
and Diſcourſes of the A poſtles; whether there 
be any Account in them, that Infants are 
excluded from che Covenant? 
It is written, and that in the firſt publick 


Sermon preached by any of the àA poſtles, after 
_ Chriſt's Relurrection, that Peter ſtood up with 
the Eleven, and delivered theſe remarkable 


Words, Repent, and be baptized, every one of vu, 


in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt for the Promiſe ts 


n den n 22 n Childers Dontifs is hrrv⸗ 


by eſtabliſhed, and the Apoſtle here teftifieth 
that the Promiſe 8 to Children, as 


well as to their Parents. The Promiſe is unte 


vou, and to your Children. Peter, by preach- 


ing to the People, was proving that Jeſus of 
. — Nazareth whom they had crucified, was both 
Tod and Cbriſt, and that they had ſinned 


exceedingly in crucifying him, Act. ii. 36. 
When they heard this, they were pricked 


tn tbeir Hearts, and cried out to the poſiles, 
Men and Brethren, What ſball we do? Then 
Peter ſaid unto them, Repent and be baptized, 

\ . ewery one of you, in the Name of Jeſus Cbriſt, 
or the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the 


Gift of the Haly Ghoſt; for the Promiſe is unto 
vou, and to your Children, and to all that are 
afar off: Even as many as the Lord our God 
ſhall call, Act. ii. 38, 39. *Tis worthy of 
Notice, that this Sermon was preached, not 

only 
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| ( 21 ) 
NT only to Jiws, but alſo to Proſelytes, or Con- 
verts from the Gentiles. To the natural 
Led, and to the ingraffed Members, Act. ii. 
10. Conſequently, that the believing Gen- 


ons tiles have as good a Right in the Promiſe as 
ere the Jews have. And that it includes their 
are little Children, as weil as the little Children 


of the Jews. The Promiſe is unto you, and to 
ck your Chilaren, and to all that are afar off. By 
ter the Streſs the Apoſtle here lays on the Word 


1th Promiſe, we are to underſtand, that he uſes 
ble it by way of Eminence and Diſtinction from 
04%, cother Promiſes. But what Promiſe is this, 
ets Which the Apoſtle here names, was unto 
22 them, and to their Children? Ir is the Co- 
eth venant-promiſe, which God made with 

as Abraham. This he refers to and explains in 
into his next Sermon, ſaving, Ye are the Cbild- 
ch- ren of the Covenant, which God made with our 


3 of Fatbers, ſaying unto Abraham, and in thy Seed 
both foal all the Kinareds of the Earth be bleed, Act. 
ned 111. 25. compare Act. 1 39 Gal iii. 17, 29. 


36. What the Apoſtle in one Sermon calls the 
red Promiſe, he does in che other call a Covenant, 
tles, which God made with our Fathers, that is, 


hen with Abrabam, Sc. The Apoſties in both 
Zed, theſe Places, Acc. ii. 39. and 11. 25. gives Us. 


rift, an Account of the. Call the of Gentiles to the _. Dy 1 
22 Abrahamic Covenant, and to its Privileges 4 
unto and though they were not the natural Seed of 
are Abraham's Body, yet ass they were Abra- 
God ham's covenanted Children, the Promiſe 
y of belongs to them and to their Children. And 
not the Apoſtle preaches it thus, to encourage 


C 2 them 


— 


8 — K - i 
. as i» — * 
" ” * - 
r — — y 
T T Go * L "_- « - 
, = 4 
- * ». 


"horn 4 to repent and 46 be baptieed. Sire 
Children have as good a Right to the Cove- 
„  nantas thairiParents have, they have as good 


1 Right to be baptized as their Parents have. 


= Can it be judged from this firſt Sermon of 
tte Apoſtles, chat they had Authority to ex- 
cCiluqcqe Infants? They do evidently include 
n "het along with their Larents in the Promiſe. 
Aud is the including them, the Mode ef ex- 

| cluchng them? & 
Ihe Apoſtle Paul afferts that Baptiſm | is 
a Rite of Miiat on to Chriſtians, as Cir- 
e was to the Jews, when he ſays, 
That in Chriſt we are circun.ciſed with, the 
ecke op made without Hauds, «ana confiſt- 
ing in the pulling off of the Body of Sin, in the 
rener on of Chrift, b:ing buried ith bim 11 
-Baptifn,. Col. ii. 1, 12. By the Circum- 
ciſion made without Hands, and by the Cir- 
- © = +cumciſivn of Chriſt, here, we are to under- 
anch the Cireumcifion which Chriſt has ap- 
— 75 pointed; Which is Be ptiſin And this he 
„ *explains in the following Words, Being buried 
+ with bim in Baptiſm. W hat the Apoltle here 
aſſerts, is, That Baptiſm is ordained in the 
"Room of Circumcifion. And fince it is ſo, 
f we may trom hence infer, J hat Baptiſm is 
Chriſt' $Ordinance for the Admiſſion of Intants 
"of believing Farents into a Covenant with 
God, as Circumciſion was of old for the Ad- 
miſſion of the Infants of the Jews. For if it 
had been otherwile, there would have been | 


Ma ex ud” 
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£ a great vacuum inChriſtianity, If the Infants 


GET Chriſtianity bod: no Right or Sign 


whereby 


fants 
Sign 
reby 


1 ukeredg, they might be received into Cove. ; y 
nant With God, the Jews might have pleaded 


Cale was this, when either the Huſband or 
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a Preꝰeminence above the Chriſtian, and their 
Objection of the Neceſſity of Circumciſion as 
to them, would be ſtill in Force reſpecting 
Infants; tney entering into Covenant by no 
other Rite, and fo 1emaining Strangers from 
the Church, the Covenant, and Promiſcs, 
as the GentileF were; which furs the Jews 
would have objected to the Reproach of 
Chriſtianity, if truly hey could have done e 
. 

Further the Apoſtie Papt afferts, (in a e 
where the covenanted Right of infants mignt 
be doubttul) thut the Children are holy, where 
one of the Parents only was a Chriſtian, that 
is, that they are born to a Right of being 
a.imitted as Members of the Chriſtian Church 
and therefore qualified for Baptiſm. The 


* 


the Wife was an Heathen, and the other a. 
Chriitian, rhe Chrittian might be unwilling to 
cohabit with the Heaihen, through an Ap- 
prehenßon that fuch Cohabitation night be 
prejudicial to the covenanted Right, or 
Chriſtian Privileges of their Offspring. The 
Apoſtle anſwers, by ſaying, that he need not 
be ſcrupulous on that Account, for the un- 
believing Huiband is ſandtiſied, or to be con- 
fidered as a Chriſtian with reipect to his Iſſue 
by the Wife; And this unbeheving Wife in 
like Manner is ſanctified by the Huſband, _ 
Eife were your Children unclean, (or in Nas | 
are of Pagans}and Strangers to God's Cove 


nant, 
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” pant, Hi) now are Fa Boly. Being born to a 


41 ight of being received as Members of the 
TEhriftian Church. 1 Cor. vii. 14. The unbe- 
« Keving Hr foand is ſandt ißed by the Wife, and 
the unbelieving Wife is ſantified by the Huſband, 
elſe were your Chilaren unclean, but now they are 
holy. Ihe Apoſtle does not ſay, Elſe were 
your Children Baſtards, but now they are 
Legitimate, but elle were they unclean; 2. e. 
Heathen Children, not to be owned as an 


Holy Seed And therefore, not to be admit- 


I * — — — 12— — ani 


ted into Covenant with God, as belonging to 


bis holy People. 


We may therefore argue after this Manner: 
If the holy Seed among the Jews, was there- 
fore to be circumciſed, and thereby be 
brought into Covenant with God; becauſethey 
were born in Sanctity, (for the Root being 
hety, ſo are the Branches alſo), Then by like 
Reaſon, the holy. Seed of Chriſtians ought to 


de admitted to Baptiſm, and be made Mem- 
bers of the Chriſtian Church, as they alſo 


are born Holy. Agreeable hereto, we read, 
that the Apoſtles baptiſed whole Families. 


St. Paul, baptiſed Lyaia, and her . Houſhauld, 


Act. xvi 14, 15. The Goaler and all that 


were bis, Act. xvi. 32, 33. And ſays, that he 
alſo hapriſed the Houſbold of Stephanas, 1 Cor. 


L 16. Now, it is very likely, that there were 
ſome Infants and little Children in ſome cf 
theſe Faniilies, and 'tis uncommonly ſtrange, 
if chere were not. 
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I ſhall enquire, what was the Cuſtom of 
the Chriſtian Church, and what is the Ac- 


count which the primitive Chriftians give, 


with Reſpect to the Baptiſing of Infants after 
the Time of the Apoſtles, The Perſons who 
lived in the Age next ſucceeding the Apoitles, 
were undoubtedly moſt likely. to know the 
Mind of Chriſt and his Apoſtles beſt; and if 
the Account which they give, do teſtify that 


their Practice was to baptize Infants, then it 


is certain, that it was the Will of Chriſt and 
hs Apoſtles, that they ſhould be baptized. 
8225 an eminent and venerable Man in 


| we Primitive Church, ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſays 


* He came to ſave all Perſons by himielf, 
All, 1 mean, who by him * are regenerated 
far Baptized) unto God, Infants, and little 
ones, and Chiliren; and « elder Perſons, 
Therefore he went through the ſeveral Ages, 
for Infants being „ made an Infant, ſar. cti- 
fying Infants“ This holy Man was born 
four Years before St. John died. It was 
therefore impoffible he could be a Stranger to 
the Apoſtolical Cuſtom reſpecting Baptiſm. | 

Juſtin Martyr, another eminent Father, 
and who lived within 40 Yearsof the Apoſtles, 
in his ſecond Apology for the Chriſtians to 
Antoninus Pius, has thefe Words, They 
are regenerated by the ſame Way of Regenera= 
tion, by which we were regenerated, for they 
are waſhed with Water, in the Name of 
God the Father and Lord of all Things, _ 


. ( 26 ) | | 
« our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Holy 
pirit,” OT 3. I 
Origen, another learned Man in the 
Primitive Church, who lived within a Hun: 
dred and Ten Years after the Apoſtles, in 
his Comment on the Epiſtle to the Romans; 
after obſerving, That it is commanded in the 
Law, that a Sacrifice ſhould be offered for 
every Child that is born, concludes his 
Obſervations, by ſaying, © For this Reaſon it 
was, that the Church had from the Apoſtles a 
Tradition (or Order) to give Baptitm even to 
Infants.” 1 45 5 
The next Witneſs I ſhall name is St. 
Cyprean. This hoty Man was Biſhop of 
Carthage, and lived x50 Years after the 
Apoſtles. He gives an Account, That 
one Fidus, a Country Biſhop ſent a Letter to 
Cyprian, requeſting his Opinion upon Two 
particular Foints, one of which was, whe⸗ 
ther an Infant might be Baptized before the 
8th Day? No Jeſs than 66 neighbouring 
Biſhops happened to fit in Council with 
Cyprian, at the Time that Fidus's Letter ar- 
rived; it's Contents were therefore laid 
before this Synod, and their unanimous O- 
pinion was tranſmitted to Fidus, in a Letter, 

which bare the following Title. 

© Cyprian, and the reit of the Biſhops 
which were preſent at the Council, 66 in 
Number, To Fidus our Brother ſend Greet- 


ing: 1 : 
As to the Caſe of Infants, whereas you 
Judge they are not to be Baptized within 2 or 


2 
- 
* 


{ 37 } 


3 Days after they were born, &c. we were all 


of a contrary Opinion, and judge that the 


Grace and Mercy of God are not to be denied 


to any Perſon that is born. For God, as he ac- 


cepts no one's Perſon, ſo not their Age. We 
judge that no Perſon is to be hindered from 
attaining the Grace (of Baptiſm) by the Law 
(of Goſpel Liberty) that is now appointed, 


and that the ſpiritual Circumciſion ought not 


to be reſtrained hy the Circumciſion that was 
according to the Fleſh; but that all are to be 
admitteci to the Grace of Chriſt. It is not for 
us to hinder any Perſon from Baptiſm and the 
Grace of God, which Rule as it holds for all, 
ſo we think it more eſpecially to be obſerved in 
reference to Infants and Perfons newly born.” 
This is a plain Proof that all, at that Time, 


- 


were of Opinion that Infants ought to be 


baptized ſince both Fidus, who puts the 


Queſtion, and the Council that reſolved it, 


do ſhew by their Words, their Senſe, and 


Opinion to be,. that Infants ought to be 
baptized. | 

Gregory Nanziancen, another eminent Man 
in the Primitive Church, in his Oration about 
Baptiſm, ſpeaketh thus: What ſay you to 


thoſe that are as yet Intants, and are not in 


a Capacity to be ſenſible, either of the Grace 


(of Baptiſm) or of the Want of it? ſhall we 
bapt' ze them too? Yes, by all Means; for 
it is better th-t they be 5anZ7ifed without their 
own Senſe of it, than that they ſhould die 


' unſealed and edt ” 


St. Auſtin, another eminent Man in the 
Primitive 
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3 N e du of th S 
| "nk Gharch held Inf nt. N 6 It n= ont 
«8 + Bb *. for Divine; Avchority ain his Feen! 4 


e 277 which has not bern initirored by 4 
"Councils; but was ever in Uſe, is very rea- 


PR believed to be ho other than a Thing 
delivered {or or ered) by Authority of the 


| - Apoſtles * Thou þ St. Auſtin ſpeaks” of 
e in this Place. but by che by, 


His Words are, we ſce a fuli Evidence thar 1t 
as then univerſally practiſed, and had been 
fo beyond be Memory of any Man, or of 
any Record; That they took it to be a Thing 
chat had rot been enacted by any Council, 
but had ever been in Ute from the Beginning 
of Chriſtianity 

In another Place and on another Occaſion, 


he concludes his Reaſoning thus: * The 


Duſtom of our Mother the Church in Bap- 
tizing Infanrs ought not to be diſregarded, 
nor be eſteemed ſuperfluous, nor be thought 
to be any other than an Apoſtolick Tradition.” 
About 400 Years after our Saviour, there 


' aroſe a great Controverſy in the Church, 


between Two eminent Men; that is, between 
the aforenamed St. Auſtin. and Pelagins The 


Diſpute was about Original Sin St Auſtin 


maintained Original Sin, and Pela ius denied 
it. The Occaſion, why I take Notice of this 
Is, that both the Farties, St. Auſtin and his 
Followers, and Pela ius and his Followers, 

both 
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ad, ag nor bein 
of the whole Church, wh ch: was doubgleſs.- 
delivered by our Lord and his Apoſtles” 


W 


„ 


S pars 


And again, . for my Part I do not remember 


ng Chat [ ever heard any Thing from any . 
| 


-1ans that received the Old and new Feſtament, 


neither from ſuch as were of the Catholic 


Church, nor from ſuch as beleng to any Sect 


or Schufm. * The Teſtimony of St. n CS 5 


this Matter, muſt needs be locked on a8 a 
very conſiderable Evidence. He declears, 


that he never met with any Chriſtian, either 
Churchman or Sectary, nor withany Writer 


that. owned the Scripture, who taught any 
other Doctrine, but that Infants are Baptized 
for the Pardon of Sin, much leſs then had he 
known, or heard of any, that denied that they 
are to be baptized at all.” 


As for Pelagius he alſo maintained Infant 


Baptiſm. In the Creed or Confeſſion of Faith 


which he has ſet forth, he acknowledges | 


thus: we hold one Baptiſm, which we lay 
ought to be adminiſtered with the ſame 


facramental Words to Infants as it is to elder 


Perſons.” 

On another Occaſion he ate thus: 
© Men flander me, as if I denied the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm to Infants, or did promiſe 
the Kingdom of Heaven to ſome Perſons, 
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| ien the Redemption of Chriſt, which is 2 
Thing that I never heard, no, not even any 
wicked Heretick ſay.” - 

This Controverſy about Original Sin, drew 
from the contending Parties ſuch Conceſſions, 
which does not only prove, and clearly teſtify, 
that it was the Cuſtom. and Practice of the 
Church from the Apoſtles Days to baptize 


Infants, but alſo that this Ordinance was 


thereby eſtabliſhed an uncontroverted Point 
for ſix ſucceſſive Centuries, from the Time 
bf St. Auſtin; and this a learned Man of the 
Antipedobaptiſt's Perſuaſion (Mr. Tombs ) 
1 himſelf acknowledges: The Authority of 
Auſtin was it, which carried the Baptiſm of 


Infants in the following Ages almoſt (he 


ſhould have ſaid altogether) without Con- 

. troul.” 
I might add to theſe the T eſtimony of 
-- » ſeveral other venerable and learned Men 
| amongſt the primitive Chriſtians; but the 
Teſtimonies of thoſe which I have named are 
| ſufficient to prove, that all, in every Nation 
5 where Chriſtianity was profeſſed, in the firſt 
| e after the Apoſties, did baptize Infants. 
. And their doing ſo, is an undoubted Proof, 
Of | - that. it was the Will and Intention of Chriſt 


- and his Apoſtles, that the Infants of believ- | 


ing Parents ſhould be admitted into.Covenant 
with God; by Baptiſm. 

Os. Where, in deen, is there a Com- 
mand for baprizing Infants? 5 


of che ;Thing, and the Bent of the Scriptures 
= Join, 
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Au. On the one Hand, where the Reaſon 


| 
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Is there any poſitive Injunction to be found 
throughout the whole New Teſtament for the 
Obſervation of the firſt Day of the Week as 


a Sabbath Day? yet, who doubts whether chat. 
is dur Chriſtan Sabbath? where is it cxpreſi” 


ly commanded, that Women ſhould receive 
the Lord's Supper? Yet, who diſputes their 


Right to that Sacrament? On the other 
Hand, Since the Infants of believing Pa- 


rents have a Right to the original Covenant. 
made to Abraham, which is the ſame with the 
Covenant of Grace, by the expreſs Command 
of God himſelf; If Chriſt had not been de- 


in, Wee iz ud need of an a Conia; 


firous that the Right of Infants to Baptiſm: f 


ſhould continue, he would have commanded 


ite to be laid aſide, and to exclude them from 
Baptiſm, rather then give a Command to 
baptize them. The proper Demand there- 
fore is, not, where are they, in the new 


Teſtament ſaid to be admitted, but where are | 


they in the new Teſtament, ſaid to be "RE 


cluded? For if they in the new Teſtament 
be no where excluded, it is certain they are 


admitted. The proper Queſtion therefore 


is, when were Infants caſt out of the Covenant of 
Grace? And ſuppoſing the new Teſtament to 

to be entirely ſilent, the true Anſwer for that 
they never were ex- 
cluded, never can be excluded, as that 
original Covenant never was, nor ever will be 
abrogated. Had the Lord revoked the Co- ! 


very Reaſon is Never; 


venant Intereſt of Infants, is it poſſible the 


Scripture ſhould never mention it? Is it 
poſſible. 
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F 5 vg rhe 8 who boy L in Whol. 
9 *-Jeſhon of it for the Space of 2000 Yearsſhould 
EY os never object or remonſtrate againſt the Goſ- 
pe on this Account? They were heinouſly 
+ + offended, at laying down the Uſe of the oid 
. Segl o the Covenant, Circumciſion, in the 
046 Xe ' Caſe of. all che Gentile Converts; and would 
te not have been much more diſguſted, 
And would they not have had a juſter Foun- 
B 5 dation to exclaim againſt the Goſpel, if it had 
1 2 owenanted their own. Chilaren? Had 
EE --Chilaren been cut off from their ancient 
"x Right, ſurely it would have been one of the 
. Zgreateſt-Queſtions in the Apoſtles Days, and 
would have been as clearly decided as the 
1 28 " Queſt: on about Gireumciſion, Act. xv. And 
poet we never find the leaſt Word of an Ob- 
8 jection on this Head. The believing Jews 
never once ſcruple i it, the unbelieving Jews 
"> ver charge it upon the Goſpel, The fa- 
mous Council, Acts xv, 2 5 no Manner of 
Notice of it. And what can the Meaning of 
all this Silence be? The Meaning is evident; 
- becauſe the Thing, eſpecially where both 
WM arents were Cheiſtians, was never denied or 
doubted; but was allowed and acknowledged 
on all Hands. In ſhort. the Right of infants 
to the Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace, is 
25 proved from the Scriptures of the Old 
*Feitatnent. And the true Queſtion j is, when 
were they ſtruck out of the Covenant? When 
were their Right and Privileges revoked ! 
_ when was the * Charter of Heaven: 
= 4 * 


| — it this Reſpect? And che true A 5 5 


ſwer is, Never, nor ever can be. . 
Obel Faith and Repentance are requiredafs 
thoſe that under the new Teſtament are taken” - 


into the Goſpel Covenant; now as Infants can 
neither beueve nor repent they cannot be. 
taken into it. 

Anſ. This Objection would be valid, 5 we 


affirmed that Infants might be the firſt--in:. TE 


a Family to whom the Grant or Promiſe: 8 a | 


made; but in this Caſe, Infants cannot be the 


. firſt in a Family that have a Covenant Right. 
For if we Chriſtians are Heins according io tu 
Promiſes, (Gal. iti, 29.) made to Alrabum as 
the Apoſtle aſſures us we are, then we and 
our Seed muſt inherit the Promiſe by the ſame 
| Rule, and by the ſame: Order, as Abraham 
and his Seed; by which Rule and Order fk... 


rents, who beleive; muſt be firſt in the Cove- 
nant, and the Children's Right muſt reſult 
from the Right of ſuch Parents. Abraham 
believed Sad: 
him, and his Seed after him: And: fo his 
Infant Seed in every riſing Generation were 
circumciſed, in Token of their inheriting the 


Promiſe from him. Agreeable to this Rule 
and Order, during the Moſaic Diſpenſation, 


every Proſelyte from among the Heathen: 


muſt profeſs Faith in the true God, before 
he could be circumciſed. But when the firſt - 
in the Family was ſo taken into the Covenant, 8 
his Infant Seed in following Generations 
were eircumciied in Token of their Right 
derived 


and God made a Promiſe to 
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when the Apoſtles preached the Goſp 380 
| 8 ne the Gentiles, ll the. rlt. Con verts 
Muſt 5 elieve, before they could be taken into 
” #he Chriſtian Covenant. And it is of theſe-. 
. _ Converts alone, the Ark i in a Family wo 
embraced the Gofpel, of whom the Scripture 
peaks, when it makes Faith and Repentance 
neeeſſary to their Right and Admittance into 
the Church and a And with reſpect 
to the Infants of ſuch believing Parents, 
their Right or Claim reſults and devolves'to 
them immediately from the Right of their 
Parents, according to the. known Rule and 
Order of the Promiſe. « 
f Let us now turg our Eyes, and aſk, 
= whereis the Precept? Where is there one 8 
Inſtance in the whole Scripture of the 
Baptiſm practiſed among thoſe of a diffe- 
rent Opinion ? Is there any where an Account 
of Believers bringing vp their Children to 
| Years of Maturity before they were baptized? 
For the Baptiſm of adult Perſons, born of 
_ Chriſtian: Parents, vpon their Profeſſion of 
Faith and Repentance,. there is neither 
Precept nor Precedent in - Scripture, nor, 
Pg is ſtill worſe, is there any Principle 
om Geneſis to the Revelations, which in the 
| Jeaſt favours or encourages it; ſo that had we 
leſs Scripture Authority for Infant Baptiſm 
n dan we have, we f--111d have more then they 
8 for their adult By iſm; for they have none 
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